《Expositor’s Dictionary of Texts - Joel》(William R. Nicoll)
Commentator

Sir William Robertson Nicoll CH (October 10, 1851 - May 4, 1923) was a Scottish Free Church minister, journalist, editor, and man of letters.

Nicoll was born in Lumsden, Aberdeenshire, the son of a Free Church minister. He was educated at Aberdeen Grammar School and graduated MA at the University of Aberdeen in 1870, and studied for the ministry at the Free Church Divinity Hall there until 1874, when he was ordained minister of the Free Church at Dufftown, Banffshire. Three years later he moved to Kelso, and in 1884 became editor of The Expositor for Hodder & Stoughton, a position he held until his death.

In 1885 Nicoll was forced to retire from pastoral ministry after an attack of typhoid had badly damaged his lung. In 1886 he moved south to London, which became the base for the rest of his life. With the support of Hodder and Stoughton he founded the British Weekly, a Nonconformist newspaper, which also gained great influence over opinion in the churches in Scotland.

Nicoll secured many writers of exceptional talent for his paper (including Marcus Dods, J. M. Barrie, Ian Maclaren, Alexander Whyte, Alexander Maclaren, and James Denney), to which he added his own considerable talents as a contributor. He began a highly popular feature, "Correspondence of Claudius Clear", which enabled him to share his interests and his reading with his readers. He was also the founding editor of The Bookman from 1891, and acted as chief literary adviser to the publishing firm of Hodder & Stoughton.

Among his other enterprises were The Expositor's Bible and The Theological Educator. He edited The Expositor's Greek Testament (from 1897), and a series of Contemporary Writers (from 1894), and of Literary Lives (from 1904).

He projected but never wrote a history of The Victorian Era in English Literature, and edited, with T. J. Wise, two volumes of Literary Anecdotes of the Nineteenth Century. He was knighted in 1909, ostensibly for his literrary work, but in reality probably more for his long-term support for the Liberal Party. He was appointed to the Order of the Companions of Honour (CH) in the 1921 Birthday Honours.
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The Message of the Book of Joel

Joel 1:1
The book of Joel , as we have it, consists of two parts.

I. A violent plague of locusts had visited the land, and from this destruction the Prophet saw nothing to save the people but repentance. In his call to repentance we notice four suggestions.

a. He discovers to the people the condition of affairs. He challenges them to say whether, in the memory of anyone living, a crisis of such importance had arisen. 

b. He bids them wait for the desolation that covers the land. He calls in the nation to weep as a virgin mourning for the spouse of her youth. 

c. He warns them that all that has happened is but the prelude of more awful judgments. 

d. But having described to them the greatness of their danger, the Prophet goes on to tell them that from this danger they can only escape by genuine contrition and sincere repentance. 

II. The Prophet"s call to repentance had not been in vain, and to the humble and penitent nation Joel was sent to declare the Divine promise. In this we notice that it was:—

a. A promise of Restoration. Very shortly after refreshing showers had fallen, and the country, bare, barren, and desolate, was once more showing signs of life. 

b. A promise of Refreshment. Upon the nation penitent and restored, the gift of God"s spirit was to fall, bringing with it a new revelation of God, and a new power to serve Him in the world. 

c. A promise of Deliverance. The day of the Lord, which was certainly coming, was to be a day of salvation to the Lord"s people by being a day of destruction to their enemies. 

d. A promise of Rest. No more famine, no more scarcity, no more barrenness, no more conflict; but rest and peace and joy in favour of the Lord. 

III. The story of the book of Joel is a story with a national bearing. The language of this book had a clear and definite meaning for those to whom it was spoken, and no doubt much in the book has been already fulfilled. But the fulfilment of the book as a whole belongs to the time of the millennial glory when Israel shall have received and enthroned as King her long rejected Messiah.

IV. But let us not lose sight of its individual bearing. It is a call to contrition and repentance. God bids us recognize, and that speedily, the sinfulness of our present lives, and bids us humble ourselves before Him because of that.

—G. H. C. Macgergor, Messages of the Old Testament, p167.

References.—II:1.—J. Keble, Sermons for Sundays After Trinity, part ii. p342. G. Brooks, Outlines of Sermons, pp163 , 272.
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Verses 1-32
Conversion (Ash Wednesday)

Joel 2:12
A great national calamity, either impending or just passed, was the occasion of the prophecy of Joel. It is traceable to national sin, and its remedy is national repentance.

The words of our text bring before us a matter which is peculiarly fit for Ash Wednesday consideration—the doctrine of Conversion; for conversion is the first step in that life of penitence to which Lent calls us. But conversion is a subject about which there is much misunderstanding.

I. What Conversion is not.

a. Many persons confound conversion with regeneration, with which it has hardly anything in common. The grace of regeneration can be given but once, for we can only be born once, but conversion may be necessary many times in our life, as often indeed as we turn away from God. 

b. Conversion is not always the same in every one. With some, like St. Paul, it is instantaneous; with others it is gradual, and so free from any special manifestation that they can hardly tell when they were converted. 

(c) Conversion is not everything, it is only the first step in the life of penitence, and of little use if it does not lead to the fullness of Christian fellowship.

II. What Conversion is.—It is the turning of the will to God. By the gift of free will, which God has bestowed upon us, we are able to make our actions meritorious by doing them freely, with the love of God as their motive, and the glory of God as their end.

III. There are Many Degrees of Sin Possible in Man.

a. We can live in open rebellion. 

b. We can compromise, and while serving God outwardly, we may fall short of conformity to His will. 

IV. Conversion.

a. Must be thorough. We must turn to God with our entire will. 

b. The accompaniments of conversion are, fasting, weeping, and mourning; these are signs of deep penitence, and all are fruits of a thorough conversion. 

—A. G. Mortimer, One Hundred Miniature Sermons, p161.

References.—II:12.—J. E. Vaux, Sermon Notes (1Series), pp36 , 38. II:12 , 13.—E. Blencowe, Plain Sermons to a Country Congregation (2Series), p138. G. W. Brameld, Practical Sermons, p58. Bishop How, Plain Words (1Series), p33. II:17.—J. Keble, Sermons for Septuagesima to Ash Wednesday, p352. II:25.—F. W. Farrar, The Fall of Prayer of Manasseh , p292. J. Vaughan, Old Testament Outlines, p273. II:26.—J. Keble, Sermons for Septuagesima to Ash Wednesday, p249. Spurgeon, Sermons, vol. xix. No1098. H. Melvill, Penny Pulpit, No1541. J. Vaughan, Fifty Sermons (2Series), p220. II:28.—E. Bayley, Sermons on the Work and Person of the Holy Spirit, p221. II:28-32.—Ibid. p1.

A Message of Deliverance (Ash Wednedsay)

Joel 2:32
This verse occurs three times over in the Scriptures, once here in the old dispensation, once again on the birthday of the new, and once again thirty years later, when the great Apostle was facing the problem of the admission to the Church of the Gentiles.

I. The Message Proclaimed:—

a. By the Prophet Joel.—Nearly three thousand years ago the words were spoken first. Judea had reached a period of prosperity, but both king and people had forgotten to walk humbly with their God. And Joel tells, in language which cannot be misunderstood, what must happen to a nation which will live without God. Is there then no hope for the people? He passes on to tell them of the hope that there is in the Lord ( Joel 2:12-13). Even the fire of prophecy burns up afresh. Joel sings a song which is full of joy (2:24). Further still he looks to the dawn of the new dispensation. "I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh." Then further still, to the end of the dispensation on earth altogether. Then, even then, it shall come to pass that "whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be delivered". 

b. By St. Peter.—Eight hundred years later, when the Day of Pentecost has come, St. Peter is about to preach the first Christian sermon, and our text was his text. When the sermon was over, there was such a result as proved God"s blessing on his interpretation of the text: for men were moved, not in hundreds but in thousands, to ask the great question, "What shall I do?" 

c. By St. Paul.—The world rolls on again for thirty years, steadily becoming worse, and the Apostle to the Gentiles, grasping for the first time with full force the magnificent width of the Christian Church, also takes up this text, and looking round on all the darkness of the heathen world, on the hollowness which was creeping even then into the infant Church, he declares with emphasis that whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be saved. 

II. A Message for Today.—That was the message with which the Church went out into the world, that is the message the Church has preached ever since, and it is the message the Church delivers Today. And Today, as we enter upon this holy season of Lent, we do well to remember that the message has never at any time lost its force. Do not let us explain it away. Do not let us think it cannot be accepted literally. It is exactly and literally true. By that message we must be judged some day. If it be "easy" as some say to call upon the Lord, it is only because all that was hard was taken by Him and borne for us. Do not let us think that salvation is so complicated a thing that it cannot be contained in a message like that It is true that salvation is a very wide and deep thing, but the first thing it must mean to every soul is salvation from the wrath of God. The criminal under sentence of death must first be pardoned, and know it, before he can come out and live a life worth living. "Whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord," aye, even now, "shall be delivered," shall be saved from the wrath upon him because of original sin, from the burden of the guilt which belongs to him from actual sin, shall know that he has passed from death into life, the life which Christ gives him as a gift.

III. A Personal Question.—Have you ever made one real effort to call upon the name of the Lord to be saved? This is the question I would press home upon you at this Lenten season. What does the message mean? Simply this—faith, which acknowledges Jesus as the Saviour. Faith first, which looks up to Him believing that He is able to do what I long for Him to do. Then, secondly, simple acceptance. I must be ready to take what He gives, to accept it, to believe it, to rest upon it.

References.—II:32.—Spurgeon, Sermons, vol. xxxii. No1931. III:14.—J. C. M. Bellew, Sermons, vol. i. p109. III:21.—Spurgeon, Sermons, vol. vii. No379. R. F. Norton, The Hidden Guest, p233.
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